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Section 1: Introduction 

The Rural Development Programme (RDP) 

The RDP (widely known as LEADER) focuses on improving all aspects of social and economic life in 

rural areas e.g. community, enterprise, heritage, culture, tourism, food, energy, environment etc. 

LEADER I began in Ireland in 1992 with 17 Local Action Groups selected for what was essentially a 

pilot programme. The success of that initiative saw the extension of the programme to all areas of 

the country for the 1995-2000 LEADER II programme. The third programme LEADER + ran from 

2002-2006, followed by the Rural Development Programme 2007-2013. 

The LEADER Programme 2014 –2020 (LEADER element) aims to improve the quality of life in rural 

areas and to encourage diversification of economic activity in rural areas. It seeks to bring about 

positive change helping to support and sustain rural areas for the better through supporting 

enterprise development and job creation, rural environment, promotion of social inclusion and 

economic development. The allocation for County Tipperary for the period of the programme is € 

10,103,433. 

Rural Development Programme in Tipperary 

Tipperary Local Community Development Committee, as the LAG with oversight for the LEADER 

Programme in Co. Tipperary working with Implementation Partners, North Tipperary LEADER 

Partnership (NTLP) and South Tipperary Development Co. (STDC) and Financial Partner, Tipperary 

County Council, will manage and oversee the RDP on behalf of the Department of Arts, Heritage and 

Gaeltacht. The programme will be delivered by the implementation partners, North Tipperary 

LEADER Partnership (NTLP) and South Tipperary Development Company (STDC), who will deal with 

all aspects of the programme on the ground, from answering general queries on the programme to 

facilitating and processing project applications. With respect to Tipperary, the NTLP will service the 

Municipal Districts of Nenagh and Thurles/Templemore in the context of its role as implementation 

partner. STDC will service the Borough District of Clonmel and the Municipal Districts of 

Tipperary/Cashel and Carrick on Suir in the context of its role as implementation partner. 

Who can benefit from LEADER funding? 

 Individuals or a group of promoters who have a viable rural enterprise idea 

 Rural Businesses (non-LEO clients) looking to expand or diversify, or start a brand new 

business 

 Farm Families looking to diversify into non-agricultural activities to supplement their farm 

income 

 Community Groups promoting community enterprises, local amenity projects or community 

services 

 Voluntary Organisations or special interest groups promoting social, cultural or 

environmental projects 

 Partnerships promoting projects in collaboration with other organisations, including other 

Local Action Groups 
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The application process 

The Rural Development programme is delivered through three distinct themes, which are outlined in 

Section 2.  

Throughout the delivery of the 2014-2020 Rural Development Programme, some applications for 

funding are invited on a ‘first-come, first served’/ ‘rolling call’ basis, however the majority of the 

fund will be disbursed through targeted periodic calls for applications - targeted calls.  

 

Themes, Objectives and Actions Action #  
Rolling 
Calls* 

Targeted 
Calls * 

Theme 1: Economic Development, Enterprise Development and Job Creation 

Rural Tourism        

Activity Tourism 1.1 √   

Heritage Tourism 1.2   √ 

Strategic Marketing & Promotion 1.3 √   

Niche Accommodation 1.4   √ 

Enterprise & Economic Development        

Fostering Entrepreneurship 2.1 √   

Investment Programmes For Rural Businesses 2.2 √   

Farm Diversification 2.3 √   

Rural Towns       

Economic & Job Creation Stimulus 3.1   √ 

Development & Enhancement of Rural Infrastructure 3.2   √ 

Rural Broadband       

Facilitation of Rural Broadband connectivity 4.1   √ 

Theme 2: Social Inclusion 

Basics Services to Hard to Reach Communities       

Improving Access to Community Facilities and Services 5.1   √ 

Promoting Inclusiveness 5.2   √ 

Infrastructure to Facilitate Community Participation 5.3   √ 

Rural Youth       

Development of Youth Infrastructure 6.1   √ 

Youth Empowerment through Cultural Initiatives 6.2   √ 

Youth Activation & Entrepreneurship 6.3   √ 

Theme 3: Rural Environment 

Protection and Sustainable Use of Water Resources       

Water Awareness Raising Programmes 7.1   √ 

Water Conservation & Quality Supports 7.2   √ 

Protection and Improvement of Local Biodiversity       

Biodiversity Conservation & Management Supports 8.1 √   

Biodiversity Supports 8.2   √ 

Development of Green Energy       

Early Stage Supports for Renewable Energy Initiatives 9.1 √   

Local Supply Chain Development 9.2 √   

Renewable Production 9.3 √   

*Rolling calls are on a first come first serve basis and are subject to an annual budget 
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*Targeted calls to be advertised as appropriate throughout the programme period and 
are subject to an annual budget 

 

Note: Please review Appendix II for a detailed Schedule of Targeted Calls for 2017. 

The purpose of the targeted calls for applications is to ensure that RDP funding is targeted where it 

delivers the most value, is awarded based on a comparative assessment, secures fair and equal 

opportunities for all potential applicants and ensures that funding is available for the duration of the 

Programme.  Project areas covered by a targeted call for applications will not be eligible under the 

‘rolling call’ process for 6 months following the closing date of the targeted call. Targeted, periodic 

calls will be widely publicised, including on the NTLP/STDC websites, at information meetings and in 

the local media. 

 

Applicants must complete a two stage application process: 

1. Expression of Interest Applicants must complete a short expression of interest form to help 

determine if their proposal meets the objectives of the Tipperary Local Development 

Strategy and complies with the overall programme guidelines. (We strongly recommend 

speaking to one of our development officers prior to completing this stage) 

2. Application Applicants that are successful at Stage 1 will be invited to submit a full 

application for funding, including full and detailed costings 

 

Applications will be evaluated by an Evaluation Committee against a set scoring criteria, with a 

recommendation being forwarded to the Board of STDC/ NTLP. The project then proceeds for 

decision to the Tipperary Local Community Development Committee. Promoters will be informed in 

writing of the decision. Project works may only commence after the project has been approved by 

Tipperary LCDC, and the promoter has signed and returned the contract to STDC/ NTLP. If works 

commence prior to the date of formal acceptance of grant aid by the promoter, the project (or 

clearly identified phase of project) will then be deemed ineligible and the contract will be null and 

void. 

Payment 

Grant payments may be made only on satisfactory completion of the project (in exceptional 

circumstances, a phased payment may be made when the project has incurred 20% of the total 

costs), and on submission of original paid invoices, receipts etc. as per the contract issued by 

STDC/NTLP.  

Project Eligibility 

It should be noted that applications can only be considered for enterprises and activities that will not 

cause displacement elsewhere. For this reason, many conventional business sectors and activities 

are precluded from receiving LEADER funding. It is best to speak to one of our Development Officers 

if you are unsure whether your proposal will qualify. Assistance will be provided in completing the 

Expression of Interest in order to establish project eligibility under the RDP.  

 

Please also note that all projects must comply with National Procurement Guidelines as outlined in 

section 3. 
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In general terms the following activities are eligible for funding: 

(please note that this is not an exhaustive list and many factors must be considered when 

determining the eligibility of your proposal) 

 

a) construction, acquisition or improvement of immovable property; (evidence of title / 

leasehold required for this activity, see Section 4 ) 

b) purchase of new machinery and equipment up to the market value of the asset; (second 

hand equipment is eligible under certain conditions, see section 4) 

c) general costs linked to expenditure referred to in points (a) and (b), such as architect, 

engineer and consultation fees, fees relating to advice on environmental and economic 

sustainability, including feasibility studies. Professional costs, such as the fees of architects, 

archaeologists, engineers and consultants, shall be eligible for funding up to a ceiling of 12% 

of the capital costs of such projects; (Note: Professional fees associated with a capital project 

e.g. an architect preparing plans for planning permission, are not eligible as a standalone 

project.) 

d) intangible investments such as the acquisition or development of computer software and 

acquisitions of patents, licenses, copyrights, trademarks; 

e) training programmes that relate to the RDP themes and that are not available elsewhere or 

as part of a mainstream educational programme; 

f) voluntary labour may be considered as an eligible cost in some circumstances for 

community and farm diversification projects only and are subject to a minimum cash 

contribution of 5% of the overall project; (see section 5) 

g) and the donation of buildings, equipment or services free of charge or at a nominal cost as 

part of the project may be considered as an eligible cost in some circumstances for 

community groups only and are subject to a minimum cash contribution of 5% of the overall 

project. (see section 5) 

 

Fig. 1.1: The following activities are not eligible for RDP funding under any circumstances: 

 

 Agriculture; 

 Fisheries; 

 Conventional retail operations, excluding 

community based shops and farm shops 

selling locally produced produce; 

 Courses of instruction or training which 

form the part of normal education 

programmes or systems at secondary or 

higher levels. Note: This includes Rural 

Development diploma and degree;  

 Loans; 

 Working capital (including stock); 

 Costs associated with meeting a legislative 

or statutory requirement; 

 Planning application fee;  

 Reclaimable VAT;  

 Improvements/refurbishment of private 

residential property;  

 Projects that already have other EU 

funding either directly or through a 

national programme;  

 Conventional motor vehicles, including 

cars, industrial/farm/construction vehicles, 

vans and buses; 
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 Insurance; 

 Horticulture (including bee-keeping); 

 Payments for gifts and donations or 

personal entertainments; 

 Statutory fines and penalties, criminal 

fines and damages; 

 Legal expenses in respect of litigation 

 General maintenance works of public 

bodies; 

 Childcare;  

 Health Care;  

 Nursing homes;  

 Housing;  

 Race and sport horse industries; 

 Greyhound industry. 

Funding Limits & Rates of Grant Aid: 

LEADER funding is not intended for large scale projects and a ceiling of € 200,000 will apply in most 

cases, however the finite nature of the funding and the focus of the local development strategy will 

mean that the average grant is likely to be much lower than the maximum figure. In exceptional 

circumstances higher amounts can be awarded as per Fig 1.2 below.  

In general, private projects carry a maximum grant rate of 50% for capital projects and 75% for 

analysis and development, subject to the ceilings below. Corresponding community based projects 

may receive up to 75% and 90% rates respectively. Training projects can receive up to 100% funding. 

The final decision re rates of grant aid lies with the LCDC. 

 
Fig 1.2 – Rates of Grant Aid 

Type of Project Applicant Max. Rate of Aid Max Funding 

Capital & other 

supports (including 

animation undertaken 

as part of the 

implementation of a 

project) 

Private 
Up to a maximum of 

50% 

€ 200,000 

Community 
Up to a maximum of 

75% 

Community under 

basic services targeted 

at hard to reach 

communities sub-

theme 

Up to a maximum of 

90% 

Analysis and 

Development 

Private 
Up to a maximum of 

75% 
€ 30,000 

Community 
Up to a maximum of 

90% 

Training Private or Community 
Up to a maximum of 

100% 
€ 200,000 

 

Project Matching Funding 

Generally, LEADER funding is a partial contribution to the cost of delivering a project and must be 

matched by non-programme funds to meet the full cost of the project. Applicants must provide 

evidence of the availability of matching funding at application stage. This can be through private 
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matching funding from the applicants own resources / loan facility, or public matching funding from 

another (non EU) scheme or programme. A minimum of 5% of the total cost of the project must be 

met through private matching funding. (See Section 5 for full details on matching funding) 

De Minimis 

The RDP (along with most grant programmes) is subject to the EU ‘De minimis’ rule which stipulates 

that any one beneficiary must not exceed € 200,000 grant aid from all grant giving agencies over a 

three-year period. ‘De minimis’ does not apply to non-commercial community projects. 

Additionality 

The RDP cannot fund projects that are eligible under other EU funded schemes under any 

circumstances. Similarly, the RDP cannot usually fund projects that are eligible under another 

National programme or scheme. In this instance applicants should apply under the relevant scheme. 

This is to ensure that all schemes are fully utilised and in the interest of securing real added value 

under the RDP. Co-funding with other exchequer schemes is possible in some situations for non-

commercial community projects. 

STDC/NTLP maintains close liaison with other funding agencies and in the event that a project is 

ineligible under the RDP or is more appropriate for another agency or scheme, we will make every 

effort to put you in touch with the correct contact to help advance the project. 

Tax Compliance 

Project approval or payment cannot be granted in the absence of a current Tax Clearance Certificate. 

The Revenue Commissioners have introduced Electronic Tax Clearance from January 2016. 

Applicants who are tax compliant will be issued with a Tax Clearance Access Number (TCAN) by the 

Revenue Commissioners which they must provide at application stage. 

VAT Registration 

The default position for all applications is that the applicant is registered for VAT. In such 

circumstances VAT is not an eligible cost and will not be included in the calculation of grant aid. In 

order for VAT to be eligible under the programme, beneficiaries must provide evidence from 

Revenue that the VAT paid is non-recoverable. Similarly, if a beneficiary is not registered for VAT, 

they must provide written confirmation from the Revenue Commissioners that they are not 

registered at application stage and for each payment in order to claim the VAT element as an eligible 

cost. 

Insurance 

All grant beneficiaries will be required to hold appropriate insurance cover with relevant 

indemnifications, for their enterprise / activity / facility, and must furnish STDC / NTLP with proof of 

same.  

Project Durability 

Beneficiaries will be advised at offer stage that all offers of grant aid are made on condition that 

funding will be repaid if –  
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 the beneficiary ceases or relocates the activity outside of Ireland within a period of five years 

of the date of the final grant payment; and/or  

 any LEADER funded assets are sold, leased or substantially changed or modified within five 

years of the date of the final payment (without the Departments prior written approval)
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Section 2: Rural Development Programme Themes 

Rural Development Programme 2014-2020 Themes 

Please see below a broad outline of the programme themes and objectives. You are also invited to 

review the full Tipperary Local Development Strategy for a more comprehensive overview of the 

programme objectives in the County. A copy of the strategy can be downloaded from 

www.tipperarycoco.ie , www.stdc.ie or www.ntlp.ie . Interested parties are strongly recommended 

to contact STDC/NTLP directly and meet with one of our development officers to discuss their 

project and establish its eligibility under the programme. 

 

Fig 1.1 - RDP 2014-2020 Themes 

 
 

Theme 1: Economic Development, Enterprise Development and Job Creation 

The focus of theme one relates to the challenge of driving continued local economic development, 

including the diversification of the rural economy, to create employment opportunities for the local 

community, including those from disadvantaged groups.  

Rural Tourism 

Rural tourism provides a stimulus for enterprise and job creation.  The key local objective is the 

development and promotion of tourism as a driver of rural economic development and job creation 

in Tipperary. 

Examples of actions within the Local Development Strategy that may be supported include: 

 activity tourism; 

 heritage tourism; 

 strategic marketing and promotion; 

 niche accommodation. 

http://www.tipperarycoco.ie/
http://www.stdc.ie/
http://www.ntlp.ie/
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Enterprise Development 

The RD Programme can support an integrated and targeted approach to sustainable enterprise and 

job creation in County Tipperary.  The distinction between enterprise support provided through 

LEADER and that provided by Local Enterprise Offices can be clarified by contacting NTLP/STDC. 

Examples of actions that may be supported under the Local Development Strategy within this sub-

theme include: 

 fostering entrepreneurship; 

 investment programmes for rural enterprises; 

 farm diversification. 

Rural Towns 

This sub-theme supports the regeneration of rural towns by promoting them as attractive places to 

visit, live and do business.  

Examples of actions within the Local Development Strategy that may be supported include: 

 Economic and job creation stimulus programme for targeted towns and villages; 

 Support the development and enhancement of rural infrastructure. 

Broadband 

Supporting Broadband Connectivity in Rural Tipperary for increased access to reliable and high-

speed broadband is vital for the economic and social development of rural areas and communities.  

This sub-theme is not intended to cover broadband infrastructure as this is covered under the 

National Broadband Plan.  Rather, it supports local actions that complement national initiatives 

aimed at developing a comprehensive rural broadband infrastructure.   

Examples of actions within the Local Development Strategy that may be supported include: 

 Facilitation of broadband connectivity and small-scale capital interventions to maximise 

benefit of National Broadband Plan rollout.  

Theme 2: Social Inclusion 

The LDS aims to ensure that the benefits of investment in community infrastructure in the previous 

RDP are maximised as service delivery hubs for overcoming all forms of social exclusion and to 

improve the quality of life and well-being for communities through supporting prioritised community 

infrastructural developments and relevant support services. 

Provision of Basic Services Targeted at Hard to Reach Communities 

This sub-theme seeks to improve access to basic services for people living in rural and remote areas 

and groups who are at risk of social exclusion. In some cases, the particular service may have never 

existed in the locality or has been withdrawn. 

 

Examples of actions within the Local Development Strategy that may be supported include: 

 Improving access to Community Facilities & Social Supports for Disadvantaged in Rural 

Communities; 

 Promoting inclusiveness; 

 Infrastructure to facilitate Community Participation. 
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Examples of particular groups who may be at risk of social exclusion include:  

 people living in disadvantaged areas;  

 people living in remote and less 

accessible areas;  

 unemployed and underemployed 

people; 

  fishermen and farmers on small 

holdings;  

 women;  

 children;  

 lone parents,  

 people with a disability;  

 older people;  

 people living alone;  

 NEETs (Young People who are Not in 

Employment, Education or Training);  

 migrants/new communities (including 

refugees/asylum seekers); l 

 local authority tenants;  

 Travellers;  

 Roma. 

Rural Youth 

The promotion of youth entrepreneurship and associated training can provide improved pathways 

for young people to access economic opportunities in rural areas.   

Examples of actions within the Local Development Strategy that may be supported include: 

 the development of youth infrastructure; 

 youth empowerment through cultural initiatives; 

 youth activation and entrepreneurship.  

For the purposes of the RDP, young people are defined as people aged 15 to 35 years.   

Theme 3: Rural Environment 

Theme Three focuses on maximising the potential of the environment to contribute to the 

sustainable development of rural communities. This is premised on utilising the landscape within a 

local area, its features and natural resources, while simultaneously creating a greater environmental 

awareness and improving environmental protection.  

Protection and Sustainable use of Water Resources 

Greater protection of local water resources is essential for sustaining rural communities. 

Environmental schemes have the potential to play a pivotal role in addressing pressures on water 

reserves and in supporting the local community to conserve this valuable resource.  

 

Examples of actions within the Local Development Strategy that may be supported include: 

 water awareness raising programmes; 

 water conservation and quality supports.  

Protection and Improvement of Local Biodiversity 

Biodiversity, which encompasses natural wildlife, flora and fauna, is an important foundation to the 

healthy functioning of ecosystems. 

 

Examples of actions within the Local Development Strategy that may be supported include: 
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 biodiversity conservation and management supports,  

 biodiversity capital improvement supports. 

Development of Renewable Energy 

Clean sources of energy have a lower environmental impact on nature than conventional energy 

technologies.  It is considered that community-based initiatives will play a key role in realising 

national and EU environmental targets. 

 

Examples of actions within the Local Development Strategy that may be supported include: 

  Early Stage Supports for Renewable Energy Initiative; 

 Local Supply Chain Development; 

 Renewable Energy Production.
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Section 3: Procurement 

Applicants must demonstrate compliance with EU public procurement law and national 

procurement guidelines where appropriate. The procurement process to follow is based on a 

determination as to whether the applicant is a Contracting Authority or a non-Contracting Authority. 

Contracting authorities are applicants that have 50% or more of their operating costs funded from 

public sources (e.g. local development companies). All other applicants (i.e. those who receive less 

than 50% of their operating costs from public sources) are non-contracting authorities. 

 

 

A general outline of the requirements for Contracting Authorities is set out below: 

Tendering requirement for Contracting Authorities- Supplies/Services/Works 

Amount (excl. VAT) Type of Contract Procedure 

€0-€5,000 Supplies or Services Contracts Obtain a minimum of 3 verbal 

quotations from competitive 

suppliers (details of responses 

must be retained on file). 

€5,000-€25,000 Supplies or services contracts Obtain a minimum of 3 written 

quotations. Emails are 

acceptable. 

€5,000-€50,000 Works & Works related services Obtain at least 5 written 

quotations or follow the e-

tenders process 

€25,000- EU Threshold 

(currently €135,000) 

 

€50,000-EU Threshold 

(currently €5,225,000) 

Supplies or Services Contracts 

 

 

 

Works & Works related services 

Formal advertising on 

www.etenders.gov.ie (Non-

OJEU notice) 

 

Above EU Thresholds Works, Supplies or Services 

Contracts 

Formal advertising inviting 

tenders advertising on OJEU 

(via www.etenders.gov.ie)  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.etenders.gov.ie/
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A general outline of the requirements for Non-Contracting Authorities is set out below: 

Tendering requirement for non-Contracting Authorities- Supplies/Services/Works 

Amount (excl. VAT) Procedure 

€0-€4,999 Obtain a minimum of 3 verbal quotations from competitive 

suppliers (details of responses must be retained on file). 

€5,000-€25,000 

(services & supplies) 

Obtain a minimum of 3 written quotations. Emails are acceptable. 

€5,000-€50,000 

(works) 

Obtain at least 5 written quotations or advertise on e-tenders 

website for a minimum of 21 days 

Greater than €25,000  

(services and supplies) 

Advertise all contracts for supplies and services on 

http://www.etenders.gov.ie/ for a minimum of 21 days. 

 

Promoters are required to publish all Contract Notices on the e-

tenders website on completion of the award. 

Above EU Thresholds  

(Works, Supplies or Services 

Contracts) 

Advertise all contracts for supplies and services on 

http://www.etenders.gov.ie/ for a minimum of 21 days. 

 

Promoters are required to publish all Contract Notices on the e-

tenders website on completion of the award. 

 

NOTE: All promoters must engage a suitably qualified professional to manage the procurement 

process. Assistance and enquiries in relation to public procurement should contact the Office of 

Public Procurement at www.procurement.ie/contact-us or 076 1008000. 

 

Promoters are advised to pay particular attention to the following: 

 Contracts above National thresholds and below EU thresholds must be advertised on 

eTenders and adhere to National Procurement Guidelines. 

 Contracts above the EU thresholds must be advertised on the OJEU (via 

www.etenders.gov.ie). 

 Projects involving construction works must adhere to the requirements of 

http://constructionprocurement.gov.ie/ and the Capital Works Management Framework in 

particular 

 The correct Common Procurement Vocabulary must be assigned. 

 The selection and award criteria must be related, and proportional to the subject matter of 

the contract. 

 The award criteria and their weighting, and the tender specifications, must be in the 

contract and/or advertisement notice. 

 The proposed project must be maintained on e-Tenders for the required length of time. 

http://www.etenders.gov.ie/
http://www.etenders.gov.ie/
http://www.procurement.ie/contact-us%20or%20076%201008000
http://constructionprocurement.gov.ie/
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 The tender responses must be assessed in accordance with the award criteria and their 

weighting. 

 The losing tender must be notified of the outcome of the competition. 

 Post-tender negotiations are not permitted i.e. any dialogue that could be construed as 

"post tender negotiation" on price or that might result in significant changes to the 

published tender request. 
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Section 4: Property & Equipment 

Property 

Beneficiaries must provide evidence of title or leasehold in respect of capital projects involving land, 

e.g. sites of building construction or renovation, fixtures, traffic ways, etc. Any lease provided must  

  

 be signed by the lessor and the promoter;  

 be appropriately witnessed;  

 be accompanied with a map identifying the land; and  

 stipulate the term of the lease (must be for a period of at least five years from the date of 

the final payment to the promoter or for a term not less than the term of the contract, 

whichever is the longer.  

 
Where the promoter cannot obtain a lease, legal documentation confirming the promoter’s 

authority to carry out the relevant activities (for at least a five-year period after the date of final 

payment for the project), will suffice. The promoter must ensure that this documentation, witnessed 

by a solicitor, is signed by a person or body recognised as the person or body in charge of the 

property. The solicitor must verify that the person leasing the property is in charge of the property 

and must also witness this document. The asset covered by this document cannot be used as 

contribution-in-kind. Any agreement for a period of less than five years from the date of final 

payment for the project will not be eligible for funding. 

Second Hand Equipment 

Funding may be awarded for the purchase of second-hand-equipment in cases where – 

 the seller provides a written declaration confirming the equipment’s origin and that the 

equipment was not purchased with national or EU funds in the previous seven-year period; 

and 

 the price of the equipment does not exceed its market value and is less than the cost of 

similar new equipment (provide evidence of quotes for similar new equipment); and 

 the equipment meets the technical specification required for the project and meets 

applicable norms and standards. 

Asset Register 

Beneficiaries must put safeguards in place to ensure that LEADER funded equipment and furniture 

are not misappropriated. The promoter must maintain an asset register of all LEADER funded assets 

including serial numbers where relevant, and designated a location where assets will be available for 

inspection. The register must be provided to STDC/NTLP at payment stage.
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Section 5: Project Matching Funding 

Sources of Matching Funding 

Generally, LEADER funding is a contribution to the cost of delivering a project and should be 

matched by non-Programme funds to meet the full costs of a project. Matching funding can be 

sourced privately or from other public funds. In this regard – 

 Private matching funding is all funding that is not obtained from public sources  

 Public matching funding is funding from all public sources other than EU funds  

Promoters must provide evidence of the matching funds at project application stage where possible. 

A letter of grant offer will not be issued in the absence of verifiable proof of matching funding under 

any circumstances. 

Private Matching Funding 

Private matching funds include – 

 Cash contribution to the project by the applicant – at least 5% of the total project cost must 

be met by a private matching cash contribution (wherever sourced by the applicant), other 

than for training projects that are funded at 100%; and 

 Benefits-in-kind – eligible for community-led projects only, with the exception of farm 

diversification projects where farmers labour may be accepted as a benefit in kind 

Public Matching Funds 

Public matching funds includes – 

 Cash contributions from non-EU funded sources; and 

 Benefits-in-kind – eligible for community-led projects only. 

LEADER may not co-fund with other EU funds. Accordingly, funding from other EU sources cannot be 

used to match-fund or co-fund LEADER projects. Matching funding from other public funded sources 

(e.g. Fáilte Ireland, local authorities, Waterways Ireland, etc.) is permitted providing it does not 

derive from an EU fund. Applicants should ensure that their proposed matching funds have not 

come from other EU funds and provide evidence of this at application stage. This additional public 

funding must be included when calculating the amount of State aid provided to the applicant, 

whether or not they are covered under the de minimis rule. 

Public matching funding is allowed subject to the following – 

 Only applications submitted by community bodies are eligible; and 

 The overall level of public funding does not exceed 95% of the total eligible project cost; and 

 There must be a minimum cash contribution (i.e. private matching funding element) of at 

least 5% of total eligible project costs; and 
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 The public bodies providing the matching funds must not be the project applicant or 

beneficiary. 

Contribution in Kind 

Contributions in Kind can be accepted as matching funding on community-led and farm 

diversification (farmer’s labour only) projects only. There must be a minimum cash contribution of 

5% of the total eligible project costs for all projects. The value assigned to the contribution-in-kind 

must be included with the funding application, along with a detailed breakdown of the proposed 

work. Contributions-in-kind in the form of works, goods, services (including paid labour donated to 

the project) or land and real estate (i.e. for which no cash payment supported by invoices, or 

documents of equivalent probative value has been made) are eligible if – 

 the LEADER funding does not exceed the final total eligible project cost, excluding 
contributions –in- kind and the 5% cash contribution; and  

 the value assigned to the contribution- in- kind does not exceed the market cost of the 
works, goods, services or land and real estate in question; and  

 the value and the provision of the contribution-in-kind has been independently assessed and 
verified.  
 

Contributions-in-kind in the form of works, goods, services (including paid labour donated to the 

project) or land and real estate (i.e. for which no cash payment supported by invoices, or documents 

of equivalent probative value has been made) are eligible if – 

 the LEADER funding does not exceed the final total eligible project cost, excluding 

contributions –in- kind and the 5% cash contribution; and 

 the value assigned to the contribution- in- kind does not exceed the market cost of the 

works, goods, services or land and real estate in question; and 

 the value and the provision of the contribution-in-kind has been independently assessed and 

verified. The LAG must obtain and retain documentary evidence to this effect. 

Donation of Land or Real Estate (Community-Led Projects Only) 

Regarding lease agreements and the donation of land or real estate, the applicant may make a 

nominal cash payment of no more than €1 per annum to effect such leases. The value of the 

‘donated lease’ must be certified by an independent qualified expert prior to the approval of the 

project by the LAG. 

The value of the donations used in previous projects may not be used again. Where the value of the 

term of a donated lease has been used for a previous project, the term donated to the previous 

project must expire before the remaining term of the lease can be donated to any new project. The 

value of the donation may not exceed the limit applying to the funding of land purchases. To be 

eligible, the land must have been donated no earlier than two years prior to the date of the funding 

application. 
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Voluntary Labour 

Contributions- in- kind can be provided in the form of voluntary labour (i.e. unpaid work) which must 

be based on the verified time spent and the rate of remuneration for equivalent work. The applicant 

must ensure that the rate applied is properly justified in the application. The maximum rate allowed 

is €14 per hour. 

Important Note: Project administration and management costs are not eligible as voluntary labour. 

A voluntary labour schedule must accompany the funding application. This schedule should detail: 

 the persons contributing the voluntary labour and their relationship to the applicant; 

 the nature, time, quantity and cost of the contribution; 

 the qualifications that enable them to make that contribution, i.e. their trade or profession 

(e.g. engineer, architect, electrician, plumber, etc.); 

The voluntary labour schedule will be assessed as part of the project assessment and only activity 

approved by the LAG will be eligible as project expenditure.  
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Appendix I – RDP Themes 

  RDP Theme Summary Local Objective Budget Allocation 

and % of overall 

Percentage of 

Theme (%) 

Economic Development, 

Enterprise Development 

and Job Creation 

Theme total 

 Rural Tourism 

 

 Enterprise 

Development 

 Rural Towns 

 

 Broadband 

€3,801,682 (50.3%) 

€1,229,664 

 

€1,415,716 

€1,109,378 

€46,924 

 

32.3% 

 

37.2% 

29.2% 

1.2% 

Social Inclusion Theme Total 

 

 Basic Services for 

Hard To Reach 

Communities 

 

 Rural Youth 

€2,119,761 (28%) 

 

€1,565,275 

 

€554,485 

 

 

73.8% 

 

26.2% 

Rural Environment Theme Total 

 Protection and 

sustainable Uses of 

Water Resources 

 Protection and 

Improvement of Local 

Biodiversity 

 Development of 

Renewable Energy 

€1,641,141 (21.7%) 

€278,947 

 

 

€472,66 

 

€889,533 

 

 

 

17% 

 

 

28.8% 

 

54.2% 

 

 


